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Churchmen Urge Self-Government for Angola 


(Geneva ) - A personal appeal to the Foreign Minister of Portugal, Sr. Dr. 
Franco Nogueira, to assure the people of Angola that it is intended to 
grant them self-government has been made by Sir Kenneth Grubb (chairman) 
enogur. O. ©. Nolde (director) of the Churches! Commission on International 
Affairs. 


The text of their letter, written on the instructions of the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which met recontly at New Delhi, 
India, has now been released here. 


They recall a debate at the Assembly which, they say, revealed a deep 
concern over events in Angola. Their letter goes on: 


"The debate was followed by a close vote on a formal statement. This 
statement did not gain the support of a decisive majority solely because 
the Assembly was reluctant to take an isolated action against a single 
nation. 


"we are far from holding that Portugal alone has made mistakes ata 
Africas she is by no means the only nation to have found herself in a 
difficult position. In other African territories and elsewhere, there have 
been serious uprisings and disturbances of public order with grave loss of 
life. The Committees of the World Council of Churches and this Commission 
have considered it their duty from time to time to draw attention to some 
of these and to deplore actions done, or words uttered, in the heat of 


controversy: 


‘e: 
Yo i 


ot 
7s 
- 


No. 50 - 22nd December, 1961 2 


"Nevertheless, we cannot but admit our pain and sorrow at the reports 
from Angola which have reached many of our number, on the mounting toll of 
refugees, the widespread destruction and mortality, the apparent severity 
ol reprisals, the imprisonment, excessive punishment, or even death in 
unexplained circumstances of Christian pastors and laymen, as well as the 
detention of Christian missionaries. 


"That order must be restored and maintained we agree, but we plead for 
as much humanity as possible in the execution of Portugal's responsibility 
for her peoples overseas, for Sensitivity towards just demands for social 


changes, and for the restoration and observance of human rights and free- 
@omes Tor all-in Angola. 


"We believe that a policy of steady and speedy growth towards a repre- 
sentative and autonomous government of Angola by Angolans is the only path 
to peace with justice, and we trust that an assurance to this effect may 


Soon be given to satisfy the peaceful evolution of the aspirations of the 
people of Angola. 


"It is because we are conscious both of the mixed historical record 
of Europe in Africa and because we, as churchmen and officers of this 
Commission, desire to see peace, justice, and goodwill among all men that 
we venture to address you. We humbly beg to offer the services of the WCC 
in the cause of reconciliation and reconstruction, if such services can be 
of assistance in this grave situation. 


"We assure Your Excellency of our prayers and earnest good wishes for 
the safety and the contentment of Portugal and of all her peoples, and of 
our desire that, in accordance with the apostolic injunction, the World of 
God may always have free course and be glorified." 


The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, attended by 577 
delegates, representing more than 400 million Christians in 197 member 
churches in 90 countries and territories, spent much time discussing the 
situation in Angola. 


When a vote was taken on the formal statement, referred to in the 
letter to the Portuguese Foreign Minister, it was approved by 179 votes to 


LPT 3 


The chairman of the Assembly, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (Lutheran, USA), 
then suggested it should be referred back to the foreign affairs committees. 
When it was again debated at a later session, it was agreed to authorize 
the policy-making Central Committee with its 100 members to authorize what 
action it thought most appropriate in consultation with the officers of 
the Churches! Commission on International Affairs. EPS, Geneva 


WCC's New Central Committee Reviews Third Asrenbly 


(New Delhi) - During its recent meeting here, the new 100-member Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches spent much time electing its 
officers and appointing members to its 18 working committees, commissions, 
and boards. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (USA) was elected chairman of the 
Central and Executive Committees, and Dr. Ernest Payne (Great Britain) 
vice-chairman of both bodies. 
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The new Exesutive Committee hes had its membership increased from 14 
to 16. . The members, in addition to Fry and Payne, are Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake (USA), Dr. Kathleen Bliss (Great Britain), Prof. Joseph Hromadka 
(Czechoslovakia), Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren (Sweden), Dr. Christian Baeta 
(Ghana), Dr. Sante U. Barbieri (Argentina), Dr. Alford Carleton (USA), 

Dr. J. Russell Chandran (India), Dr. Ivy Chou (Sarawak), Bishop Hans Lilje 
(Germany), Mr. Irwin Miller (USA), Archbishop Nikodim (USSR), Archbishop 
James of Philadelphia (Turkey), and Archbishop Frank Woods (Australia). 


Denominationally, three are Lutherans, 3 Reformed, 2 Orthodox, 2 
Anglicans, 2 Methodists, 2 United Chureh, 1) Disciples: of Christ, andes 
Baptist. All will hold office until the Fourth Assembly which is expected 
to meet in 1967 or 1968. 


A general budget of $ 705,000 for 1962 was provisionally established. 
The Committee also authorized the Director of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (Dr. Leslie E. Cooke) to raise $1,200,000 
for the Division's 1962 Service Programme. 


During the Central Committee meeting the general secretary, Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft announced that he intended to retire around 1965 on reach- 
ing the age of sixty-five. He was re-elected general secretary to serve 
for a full term until the Fourth Assembly but his statement about his 
intention to retire was noted. 


The Committee agreed to hold its summer meeting in Paris next year 
August 7-17. 


Before the meeting ended members reviewed what lessons they believed 
the Third Assembly had taught in the running of such large gatherings of 
churchmen from all over the world. 


It was said that the corporate worship and daily Bible Studies should 
be conserved and strengthened. The translation system was highly praised 
and so was the democratic conduct of the Assembly which had given every 
delegate, including those from the smaller and younger churches, a sense 
that they had something to contribute. 


On the debit side it was suggested that a series of meetings spread 
over 24 days was too long and towards the end had induced intellectual 
weariness. One member urged that future assemblies should begin on a 
Sunday with a worship service and end on a Friday. 


There was also a call for more free time when delegations could meet 
one another informally, for shorter reports and agendas, and for fewer 
speakers at public meetings. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Affirmations Proposed for Week of Unity Services 


(New Delhi) - A the final service of worship of the Third. Assembly bere 
the following affirmations, drawn up by the Message Committee, were 
repeated by the congregation: 


We confess Jesus Christ, Saviour of men and the light of the worlds 
Together we accept His command; 
We commit ourselves anew to bear witness to Him among men; 
We offer ourselves to serve all men in love, that love which He 

alone imparts; 
We accept afresh our calling to make Visible our Unity im Bam 
We pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit for our task. 
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Dr. Paul Minear, director of the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, 
Suggests that these affirmations could be used in congregational worship, 
especially in united services. A suitable occasion would be the special 
Services which are to be held in more than 50 countries to mark the Week 


of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25. HPS, Geneva 


Jews Thank WCC for Anti-Semitism Resolution 


(New-York) - The World Jewish Congress, with headquarters here, has taken 
NOGE "with great satisfaction", that the Assembly of the WCC in New Delhi 
unanimously adopted a resolution on anti-Semitism (see EPS December 6). 


In a letter to Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Dr. Nahum Goldman writes: 
"I want, on behalf of the World Jewish Congress, to express to you and the 
World Council of Churches our appreciation of having passed this resolution 
which will, I am sure, be of the utmost importance in our common goal of 
fighting racial discrimination generally and anti-Semitism especially. 
The World Council of Churches has set an example to many other groups by 


taking this action." EPS, Geneva 


Pope's Encyclical Sees Hierarchy as Force for Christian Unity 


(Rome) - In his sixth encyclical, "Aeterna Dei Sapientia" (The Eternal 
Wisdom of Goa), published recently, Pope John XXIII calls on Christian 
communities, surrounded by the forces of communism and secularism, to join 
together under the fatherhood of the papacy. He asserts that "the threat of 
a new barbarism" makes it all the more essential for Christianity to accept 
"the supreme and infallible magistery which the Lord has personally 
reserved to Peter and his successor". 


The encyclical continues: "We long to see all nations entering into 
the way of truth and love and peace. It was indeed precisely this desire 
Of enabting the Church of today to carry out this sublime office more 
effectively that led us to convoke the second ecumenical Vatican Council. 
For it is our hope that the impressive union of the Church's world-wide 
hierarchy will not only serve to strengthen the bonds of unity in faith, 
worship, and government, but will also be means of attracting the atten- 
tion of countless believers in Christ and move them to come round !'the 
Great Shepherd of the Flock.'" The encyclical repeats the traditional 
Roman Catholic arguments against the position of the Eastern churches and 
particularly of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. EPS, Geneva 


Metropolitan Nikolai Dies, Aged 69 


(Geneva) . News has reached the headquarters of the WCC here of the death, 
at the age of 69, of the former Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitzy and 
Kolomna and assistant to the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. He had 
been in retirement since he lost his post as head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church council on foreign relations in 1959. 


Created a bishop in 1922, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galicia. in gas 
and of Krutitzy in 1944, 1% was Nikolai who brought the Russian Orthodox 
Church into touch with the World Council of Churches. He played a leading 
part in the negotiations concerning the relations between the Moscow 
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Patriarchate and the WCC from 1954 onwards, and led the Russian delegation 
at its first official meeting with representatives of the WCC at Utrecht 
in 1958. Throughout the fifties he was responsible for entertaining World 
Council and other ecumenics1 delegations to Moscow. 


tn 1924 he denounced the Russian Holy Synod for being merely an agent 
of the Ogpu, the state security forces, while he was in Riga on the way to 
lead a church delegation to the United States. Seven years later he was 
consecrated Bishop for the Russian colony in London. 


Nikolai was one of the officials of the Russian Orthodox Church to be 
awarded the Defence of Moscow Medal in October 1944. The following summer 


he led a delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church on an official visit 
to Great Britain. EPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Free Church Congregations Approve Merger Talks 


(Minneapolis) - Congregations of the Lutheran Free Church have approved 
renewing negotiations aimed at merger of the 87,250 member body with the 
2,300,000 member American Lutheran Church. 


A reference throughout the 4331 LFC congregations has ended with a : 
surplus of 32 votes over the two-thirds majority necessary to approve new 
union talks with the ALC. The final result showed 845 votes in favour of 
merger negotiations and 372 against. The majority vote was 69 per cent of 
the total possible vote of 1,221. 


Approval of the merger negotiation resolution this year follows 
defeats on two previous occasions. A congregational referendum defeated — 
Pie question by 45 votes an 1955 and by 15 votes*in 1957. 


The affirmative decision now authorizes the LFC's annual conference, 
convening June 13-17 to act for the congregations on all subsequent merger 
matters. The referendum results will be subject to ratification by the 
annual conference and if this is obtained application with the ALF will be 
made at the larger body's first general convention next October 18-24 at 
Milwaukee, Wis. . 


The American Lutheran Church, at its constituting convention in 
April 1960, extended altar and pulpit fellowship to the LFC. 


The Lutheran Free Church was organized in 1897. The congregations 
constituting it were earlier associated with the Norwegian-Danish Evangel- 
ical Conference which in 1890 had participated in a union effort that 
failed to achieve its full goal. The LFC has been affiliated to the 
National Lutheran Council since 1918. EPS, Geneva 


Disciples Appoint Unity Commission 


(Indianopolis, ind, - A Unity Commission has been appointed to represent 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in discussions about possible 
merger with the United Church of Christ and other union-minded communions. 


The commission, authorized by the 1961 assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches held at Kansas City, Mo., is expected to 
begin "conversations" with the United Church of Christ early in 1962. 
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The commission has 24 members. They include both pastors and laymen 
and were chosen by the Council on Christian Unity of the Christian Churches. 
The chairman is Dr. William Jackson Jarman, pastor of University Place 
Christian Church in Champaign, Ill., who is also president of the Council 
on Christian Unity. EPS, Geneva 


Fireman Objects to sunday Rescue Drills 


(Belfast, Northern Ireland) - A Presbyterian fireman's strict observance 

of the Sabbath may be referred to Parliament. He is Thomas McCabe, 46, an 
auxiliary fireman in the Northern Ireland Fire Service. He has steadfastly 
refused to attend occasional life-saving courses on Sundays on the ground 
Gi Telisious principle. 


Mr. McCabe refuses to resign from the Fire Service, despite the pros- 
pect of disciplinary action by the Fire Authority here. A carpenter by 
trade and the father of two children, he says he will continue to observe 
the Sabbath rather than obey his superiors. 


The next Sunday session of the life-saving course is not scheduled 
until April 8 next. McCabe says that if his resolve is as strong then as 
“it is now, he will be in his place in Ballydown church that day and not on 
parade. EPS, .Geneva 


Queen salote Thanks Churches for Disaster Relief 


(Geneva) - Help given to the people of Tonga, often called the Friendly 
Islands, in the South Pacific, has been to them "a revelation of the reality 
of the world-wide fellowship of the Church", writes the Rev. H. W. Secomb, 
president of the Free Wesleyan Church in Tonga, in a letter to the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


Mr. Secomb says that Tonga has a population of about 60,000 of whom 
roughly one-half are Methodists. He adds: "The terrible destruction 
caused by the hurricareearlier this year was a disastrous blow for the 
Tongan church. Our Methodist people, including Queen Salote Tupou, have 
been delighted with the very generous help given by the people of many 
Christian lands. It is the wish, therefore, of the Queen and the people 
tieat i wrige to you to tell you of our gratitude-for all that has bee 
done by the World Council of Churches." 


In response to an appeal from the WCC, $17,000 was sent by the 
churches to Tonga after the hurricane. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Bishop to Set Up Ecumenical Secretariat 

(Turin, Italy) - The Roman Catholic Bishop of Pinerolo, near Turin, whose 
diocese includes the area of the Waldensian Valleys, has announced in his 
diocesan weekly paper that he intends to set up a secretariat to keep 
abreast of ecumenical affairs and tendencies, especially as these affect 
relationships with the Waldensians. The secretariat will comprise four 
full members and three consultants. EPS, Geneva 
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"Houmenical Parish" in Survival Bid 


(St. heui.6%s Mo.) - Hight Protestant congregations of five denominations 

have organized the West St. Louis Ecumenical Parish. They will pool their 
resources to serve community needs in a heavily populated area from which 

20 other churches have moved or died. By working together, they hope to 

deal more effectively with some of the problems facing city congregations 
than each could do alone. These problems include health, recreation for 

all age groups, better relations with schools and civic bodies. The individ- 
ual congregations will not lose their identity. The parish is to be 
governed by an assembly made up of clerical and lay representatives from 

the participating churches. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Mrs. Frederic Newhouse, a former president of the YWCA of Great 


Britain, has died. She was for 13 years a member of the World YWCA 
Executive Committee. 


* * * 


The monthly Newsletter of the Dutch Reformed Churoh of South Africa 
(the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) points out that the denomination is 
not associated with the heresy charges brought against Prof. A. S. Geyser 
of Pretoria University. The paper says that the "trial" is being conducted 
by a commission of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk which is one of the 
smaller South Africanchurches and is not one of the federated Dutch 
Reformed Churches (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke) now in the process of 
forming a united church. 


* * * 


Some Norwegian women!s organizations have asked stores not to include 
Christmas trees in their decorations this year and not to begin their 
Christmas displays until after the first Sunday in advent. They have aiso 
urged that office parties should be postponed until after New Year's Day. 


* * * 


The Christian World, organ of British Congregationalism, has ceased 
independent publication after 105 years and from December 14 has been 
merged in the British Weekly, owned by the Church of Scotland. 


* * * 


The US Department of Commerce predicts that 1962 will be another 
billion dollar construction year for new churches and other religious 
buildings. The department estimates the actual construction completed by 
churches in 1960 at $1,013,000,000. It provisionally estimates the 1961 
level at $985,000,000, or 9 per cent less than the original forecast, but 
1961 will still be the second highest total recorded. 


* * * 


Mrs. Leila Stevenson, wife of an Anglican clergyman, and her 18 years 
old daughter left Melbourne, Australia, on December 12 by minibus which 
they are to drive themselves through 20 countries studying refugee pro- 
blems. They do not expect to return home until June, 1963. EPS, Geneva 
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Press Comments on Third Assembly 


(Geneva) - Extracts are given below from editorials which referred to the 


Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches at New Delhi, November 18 - 
December 6: 


fhe Times, London: "The Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Delhi has added substance to the aspiration of its title. The 
entry of the Russian Orthodox Church and its sisters in Bulgaria, Polamdr 
and Rumania has had two stimulating effects. Some east European churchss 
had been members already, and one major meeting was held in Hungary in 
1956, but only now is the Christian witness in communist countries strongly 
represented. Although the Roman Catholics are no more than observers, the 
charge of pan-Protestantism loses itis validity. At the same time the 
evangelical complexion of the council gorws stronger through the integra- 
tion with the International Missionary Council and the admission of growing 
communions in South America and newly independent churches in Africa. 


"Some problems of such a world meeting remain unresolved. <A thousand 
delegates are too many for corporate thinking, but corporate thinking there 
must be if all member churches are to have an effective voice in deciding 
future lines of co-operation. The aspiration of visible as opposed td 
merely ‘spiritual! unity was endorsed at Delhis but it is doubtful if i¢ 


was greatly advanced - or, indeed, could be - at so comprehensive an 
assembly." 
Christian Century, Chicago: "Principal critics of the move to admiv 


the Russian church have been representatives of some of the Orthodox 
churches. Their strongest objection is based on their belief that the 
Russian church is dominated by Russia's communist government. They could 
not hold office unless this were true. But this is not the whole story. 

An essential element in it is the fact that in Russia millions of Christ- 
jians have kept the faith and are still keeping it after 40 years of pressure, 
persecution, and intimidation. These silent millions constitute the 

Russian church which was admitted to membership of the WCC. Membership in 
the World Council encourages them, strengthens their witness, sustains 

their resistance to materialistic atheism. 


"Roumenical churchmen anticipate that admission of the Russian church 
into the World Council will be used by the enemies of ecumenical Christian- 
ity as evidence that the council is 'soft on communism! - an allegation that 
is simply not true. Nevertheless the member churches have voted LOcoe 
admission believing that such is the right and Christian thing to do and 
confident that most churehmen will approve their action." 


The Economist, London: "Christianity is on the road of the long haul. 
Ecumenicals hope that the gradual evolution of the ‘ecumenical movement', 
which now incorporates so nany varying Christian traditions, may be an 
answer to the frustration surrounding Christianity both in the West it 
once conquered, and in the “ast which has largely rejected it. 


"This movement has now brought the Russian church into its orbit. 
Here at Delhi their delegation of sixteen were received with a muted, but 
obviously sincere, welcome. They are to take part in the life and work 
of the World Council particularly in questions of faith and unity, but the 
message from Moscow did not exclude participation in social and economic 
questions. It remains to be seen whether this young Council will be able 
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to carry the weight of Orthodoxy that has now shifted the balance of the 
Council's life from Europe and America to the Middle East and Asia. No 


longer can it be accused of being a pan-Protestant movement financed by 
the churches of the US." 


Christian World, London: "There is no longer an International Mission- 
ary Council. An historic vote of the WCC (and of the IMC itself) declared 
that 'these two councils are now united in one body with the name of the 
World Council of Churches!. The New Delhi decision will surely bring joy, 
encouragement, and inspiration to all for whom missionary service has been 
a@ concern very near to their hearts. We confidently and happily believe 
that the churches will fully grasp and approve of the intention of the New 
Delhi resolution and that they will welcome it as the first step in a great 
new forward movement to spread the saving light of Christianity throughout 
the world." 


Catholic Free Press, Worcester, Mss.: "There can be little doubt that 
unity is a long way off. But there can be no doubt either about the 
Church's desire to assist her separated brethren in finding the fullness 
of revelation and the divine certitude of faith and morals in removing the 
historical and theological misconceptions regarding the Catholic Church's 
power and authority in teaching. For that reason we recommend to all the 
faithful prayers for the success’of the New Delhi assembly that the Holy 
Spirit will enlighten the conference and its leaders to see the plan which 
Christ gave the world." 


sunday Statesman, India: "Many matters concerned with witness and 
service will be discussed in New Delhi. In the present tense conditions 
of international relations, with the threat posed by new and hideous 
methods of war, it is right for religious bodies to assess their responsi- 
bilities and opportunities. There is much that can be done at more ordin- 
ary levels. The World Council can set a good example if it directs its 
mind purposefully to the difficulties, often humdrum, that beset the 
ordinary churchman, be he minister, educationist, doctor, or plain layman." 


National Herald, Lucknow, Indias "The World Council of Churches has 
an inspiring lead to follow and the integration of the International 
Missionary Council and the admission of the Russian Orthodox Church are 
big steps. It seems to be accepted now that in the leading communist 
country, there are not only churches but Christians. 


"Rearmament and nuclear testing have already been denounced by the 
general secretary of the WCC, and it is profound convictions and common- 
ness of outlook that can bring together the churches, not external unity. 
The present process has been called a dialogue between churches, not a 
movement for a wholly uniform or centralized superchurch. The World 
Council of Churches, meeting in a largely non-Christian.world, will be 
aware not only of its need for unity but of its closeness to the people 
and to other religions." ; 


Nagpur Times, India: "At present twelve hundred church leaders are 
participating in the Third Assembly of the WCC in New Delhi. While they 
discuss world problems, they might as well discuss the problems pertaining 
to the Christians in India. Christianity can make greater headway under 
indigenous leadership than under the control and guidance of the foreign 
personnel. Such control only makes the Indian Christians suspect in the 


eyes of the local population." 
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The Bharat Jyoti, Bombay, India: "The Third Assembly of the WCC is 
meeting at a time when humanity faces its biggest crisis of confidence and 
conscience, of faith and belief, of the conquest of matter over the spirit 
of man. The crisis calls for a new spiritual renaissance and resurgence. 


"The task the Council and the ecumenical movement has to face is that 
times have changed. There is a struggle in the world in which vicious 
forces seek to crush the spirit of man of which the Christ was the embodi- 
ment. There is side by side a yearning for spiritual resurgence. If the 
Speeches at the World Council are any indication, the Church as an institu- 
tion desires to spearhead this resurgence." 


Germany 


Most of the comments in the church and secular press maintain that, 
despite big differences and tensions in New Delhi, the WCC has taken an 
important step forward towards reunion. The Neue Zurcher Zeitung in a long 
commentary states that the new Basis of the WCC shows that the churches are 
ready "to attain real followship, and not merely external unity". The 
K6élnische Rundschau describes the entry of the Orthodox churches into 
membership as "a tremendous step forward, spiritually, ecclesiastically and 
ecumenically", and the Tagesspiegel of Berlin writes that the meetings in 
Asia have shown that the ecumenical movement has "emerged from the stage 
Piewhich Tb was san atiair for specialists". j 


The emergence of the young churches in Africa and Asia is described 
in many press commentaries as a special feature of the Assembly at New 
Delhi. The Kélnische Rundschau writes it has become apparent that "the 
history of world Christendom is no longer being forged by the churches in 
the West, with their long traditions. ‘The young churches of Africa and 
Asia, in which the Christian message is still unbroken and closest to the 
original, have come prominently to the fore". The Neue Zurcher Zeitung 
also speaks of the younger churches as a force which "is taking the WCC by 
storm" with radical views and clear demands. 


otill clearer, according to many newspapers, is the shift of balance 
due to the acceptance into membership of the Moscow Patriarchate and other 
Orthodox churches. The Stuttgarter Zeitung is, however, not the only 
paper which raises the question whether the communists may not use the 
delegates from these churches as a "Trojan horse" for influencing the WCC. 
"How simple everything would be, if the menacing shadow of the communist 
state did not stand behind the Russian Orthodox Church", writes the weekly 
Christ und Welt, which in a second article accuses the WCC of having made 
deploring and meaningless compromises 2n international questions out of 
Consideration for the Russians. One of the editors of Christ und Welw; 
writing in the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, says that the Assembly in New Delhi 
did not definitely reject communism and totalitarianism, nor did it say 
anything about the oppression of the Church in the Soviet Union. Consid- 
eration was also given to the feelings of the delegates from the Hastern 
Church in regard to the German question, the paper asserts. It was only 
incidentally that the celegates to the Assembly learned that out of the 21 
participants from Eastern Germany who were to have attended the Assembly 
only 8 were allowed to travel, comments the Stuttgarter Zeitung. 


In the Sunday paper edited by Bishop Lilje, he expresses regret that 
no statement was made in plenary session about the entry of the Russian 
Church. "There is a Church of Christ in Russia", he writes. "This would 
have given the Assembly full authority to say that one cannot refuse 
Christian fellowship to such a church; that one cannot act either in 
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uncertainty or with unrealistic naivety; and that, if this course 

involves the risk of being exploited for political and ideological purposes, 
one still has to take that risk. One has to trust that, in future differ- 
ences also, the Christian categories will prove stronger than the political 
ones, and that a WCC will always be prepared to raise its voise fearlessly 
in the name of the Gospel wherever necessary." 


The general view of the press is that the repercussions of the 
Assembly cannot yet be assessed. According to Die Welt, the question 
whether there will be "a spirit of New Delhi" depends to a great extent on 
what impulses the delegates bring back from the Assembly and pass on to 
their own churches. But in the view of Bishop Lilje,and many others who 
attended the Assembly, there is no doubt that " a new chapter of Church 
history" opened at New Delhi. The leadership has been transferred to a 
different generation. But does the ecumenical Ship lack passengers? asks 


the Neue Zurcher Zeitung? Does it lack the keel which would give it 
Stability and balance? 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) said in a 
communiqué after its December 15 meeting that the Assembly of the WCC at 
New Delhi signified an important step towards mutual rapprochement between 
the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in the world. The Council > 
of the EKD welcomed the election of Dr. Martin Nieméller as one of the 
presidents of the WCC, and of Bishop Lilje as a member of its Executive 
Committee. 


France 


The Third Assembly of the WCC at New Delhi seems to have aroused 
considerable interest, and this is reflected in the French-speaking press, 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic. 


La Vie Protestante, published weekly in French-speaking Switzerland, 
writes that, although less spectacular than the joining of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the fusion of the IMC with the WCC "may be regarded as a 
decisive step towards the goal assigned to the Christian Church ever since 
its birth: to be 'the world-wide fellowship! among the nations. . . 
Ecumenism is a movement which runs vertically downwards, for it springs 
from the head of the Church, which is Christ. What has just been realized 
on the international level, where the heads of the churches of all nations 
meet, must now be translated on the local plane on the ground level of the 
Chureh in every local parish." 


The paper answers the question whether the WCC has made a mistake by 
accepting the application of the Russian Orthodox Church: "Many people 
think so and raise objections which are doubtless understandable on the 
political plane, but which have really nothing to do with spiritual 
matters. For no one has the right to affirm (as one Western diplomat did 
at New Delhi) that the heads of the Orthodox church are merely politicians. 
The question involved here is one of faith." 


The weekly paper Réforme, published in Paris, affirms that the wcc 
exists "in order to present us with challenges and to spur us on.. That 
means that ecumenism cannot merely be a subject of interest or study, in 
which only a few people are concerned. It is a movement which involves 
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both study and action, research and obedience. It is in our own local 
setting that we have to participate in this world-wide movement." Like 
other periodicals, Réforme refers to the natural tendency of all institu- 
tions to become too large. Is the WCC in danger of doing so? God saves 
it from that, and every branch of its work is based on a solid spiritual 
need. Moreover the new Division of World Mission and iivangelism will pre- 
vent it from going to sleep if it is tempted to do so. 


In an interview with the Catholic weekly Témoignage chrétien in Paris, 
Father Beaupere, head of the St. Irenaeus Centre at Lyons, states that the 
Assembly at New Delhi is a stimulant to the Catholic Church as a whole 
"for it forces us to make haste and to extend our efforts to train our own 
missioneries and catechists". He goes on to say, "ecumenism does not 
consist of wishing one church to triumph over the ruins of the others, but 
ef every church being more loyal to the call of Christ". 


Témoignage chrétien has also published an article stressing the impor- 
tance, from the Catholic standpoint, of the mass entry of Orthodoxy into 
the WCC, "because these churches are relatively very close to Catholicism 
in dogma and ecclesiology, and their influence will now be greater in the 
wcc". The fusion of the WCC and the IMC is regarded as encouraging for the 
future "for it joins up with the evolution which has taken place in Cathol- 
icism: the whole Church must regard itself as practising missions". With 
regard to the new "Basis" of the WCC, it "deliberately turns its back on 
the old liberal and relativist trends and commits itself to greater intell- 
ectual and spiritual rigour based on Holy Scripture, which is the common 
denominator of all the confessions". 


The Catholic daily La Croix, published in Paris, prints an articlesp, 
Father Wenger which not only stresses the attitude of sympathy towards the 
Catholics but remarks that on several important points the Assembly "took 
steps which a Catholic can interpret as being favourable to a rapproche- 
ment''. He affirms that the new "Basis" of the WCC constitutes "a step an 
the direction of the Catholic position. We can only welcome the evolution 
which is taking place in the WCC under the influence of grace and in loyal- 
ty to the Holy Spirit". Father Wenger goes on to say that in view of the 
special position of the Orthodox church with regard to unity, that church 
is a member of the WCC "not so much in order to seek unity as in order To 
witness to it, and to guide others in their search", 


Monsieur Henri Fesquet, the religious correspondent of Le Monde, 
writes in that independent daily that Dr. Visser 't Hooft's decision to 
retire in 1965 "shows that the WCC refuses to let its:future be determined 
by its past. If it wishes to go on being the leaven in the lump, the ecu- 
menical movement must constantly renew itself; it must take the lead in 
events, not follow them; above all, it must remain accessible. It must 
. . prefer the spirit to the letter. Christian unity is not so much a 
problem of organization as a problem of theology; and even more, a spirit- 
ual problem." 


NEXT EDITION OF EPS will be issued on January 12, 1962. 


THIRD ASSEMBLY FILMSTRIP: A filmstrip, chiefly in colour, from photographs 
taken by John Taylor of WCC Information Department, will be produced by the 
British Council of Churches immediately after the Third Assembly of the WCC. 
It will consist of about 55 frames and be entitled ASIAN ASSEMBLY. It will 
be accompanied by a full mimeographed script by Kenneth Slack, general sec- 
retary of the BCC. It is hoped to despatch copies to fulfil advance orders 
by Christmas. The price, post free in Britain, 15/-3 outside Britain £l, 
$3.00, Sw.Fr.12.50. The BCC will despatch sealed in a secure linen envelope 
but can make no special provisions for any import restrictions in countries 
to which the filmstrip may be sent. 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


DURING THE SECOND SEMESTER 1961 


New Book Documents WCC History in Past Seven Years ..,.. 
Laymen Discuss European Integration and East-West Relations 
Protestants Plan United Literature Campaign in Africa... 
Dr. Schmidt-Clausen Named LWF Executive Secretary. ... - 


NOGe Plana New esocial Hoonomiec Aid: Programme. <'s.. .-. ‘ee 
Het eii tonsCoplies: soldof wCCyStudy-Rooklet. vlc 44a 
LWF Sets Up Liaison Service for Underdeveloped Countries . 
Rumanian Orthodox Church Will Seek WCC Membership. ... . 


YMCA "Parliament" Told Youth Affected by World Changes . . 
tims tran Ont hodoxeMectine inwthirbyeYoars.. .-5 5 ames 
epecrevary Named for yPacitio Areaaviork, «+ J she eu < Meenneae 


Churches Plan to Retuild Homes Wrecked in Korea Flood 


Disaster 
HelleLoud Ground, peck Us: Aid Proposal. 0. % ‘2 ease eee 
UMNCAS Sees Ney Approach to Youth Urgent . + . . . <o ameeee 


190 Attend Latin American Evangelical Conference .... . 


Growth Reported in Evangelical Movement in Latin America . 
BRevere Lomi ASomp WyoA SECs cs. os eaten gas. <s y 6 Cole |) suena 


Consultation otudies Latin American Scene. . . + so smieue 
Non=Violent Peace prisade Proposed)... 7. 5 « «sts 1 0p) seaemne 
LPORMEROVCSESer hamehorenerlin Cra SaG-. 205 «le ers) geen 
WCCe appeals tor Uongo, Aid. . . . 4 ° a be ce eemiee 


Methodist Will Consider Formation of World pareent ot iene 
Five New Member Churches for World Presbyterian Alliance . 
Methodist Urged to Lead in Peace, Racial Justice . . « « -« 
Roman Catholic Observers Will Attend WCC Third Assembly. . 
pcovsmaneNamed. to WCO Post . sie 2 6 6 5 0 8 5 +s o emrne 
WCC Officials Voice Dismay at New Soviet Nuclear Tests. . 
Presbyterian Council Issues Letter to European Churches. . 
Dr. Nolde Confers with German Church, Leaders . .« - «. « « « 
Many South African Reformed Leaders Back Ecumenical 


Movement. 

Bishop Noth of East Germany Will Give Assembly Keynote 
Speech 
Asian Students Meet in Geneva. . . tae he cos wh ree eee 


Lutheran Book Due Soon on Second There COUN 2 ie sues 
WCC Observers to Attend Orthodox Meeting . . . °° « «s « sens 
Worship Service Will Open WCC Third Assembly . «© . « « « «+ 
Consultation Aske Study of "Au Pair" Arrangements. . « 
Lutherans Report Increase in Membership. .« ». « « « « « « + 
CCIA Leader Pays Tribute to Dag Hammarskjoeld. .... +. ss 
eoperelperrojeet wietanesacy tor 1962... | eos) sesame 
RACC Publishes List of Member Churches! Missionaries cate 
Churches Asked to Feed 50,000 Homeless in Burma's Wore 
Floods 
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GENERAL: 


Work of WCC Will Be Highligted at Special Assembly Meetings 
Rocouinvye LOUUNaWelarates Py Lanmr Meeting. 6a )e) 6) es 2 8 «owes 
Asian Church Leaders Plan Major Meeting in Bangalore 
TnGilenerriedca NeamedeRo Observers at Assembly... . «a leune 
Russian Orthodox Church Names Observers to Third Assembly. 
50,000 Flee~from African Tribal War : Churches Feed the 


Starving 


e 


New Anglican Evangelical Fellowship Formed . 
Week of Unity Observances Planned. . 
NCCGe Ti nard wt Assembly. Ma. il. - 7 Ate eet 
World Council Assembly Opens in Nex Dee “ais > Vs! Same 
IMC-wcc Integration Voted at First Assembly secaion 
weien GhurchessVondemn Nuclear Weapons . “4.0.5 <\. oe 
Bast Asia Churches to Study Growth of World Confessional ee 
WAGIES Ace, o@ We alok Ak ejoueise ewe bhenec kasi On re se ee re RPh he 
New Pay Plan Recommended for Overseas Church Workers .... 
VRS SCr Le OORUNG. LOSwUni by Ge TiS ssn Se scale es elle una rns 
WCC Accepts Russian Church and Others. a) dg. <a hab tetsu 
Christian Witness Must Be Specific, Devanandan Says. ..-. . 
Takenaka Asks Church to Abandon O14 Patterns . .. +++. » 
pittilen Addresses Assembly on Unity. Theme. . . . *% 2 2 Soueeume 


e e. . . . e ° ° ° . ° e 


Opening Worship service at Assembly. . «5. « « « « «) et )cneeume 
Yomtbhcto Present Intercommunion Plea . . . «+. « = « s— smemne 
Assembly Askedi-to Expand WCC Works ... «© « « «:<« « » «) <q ames 
Central Commattes Chairman Refutes Critics . .) . « « « ta. sme 


WCC Leader Urges Halt to Nuclear "Madness" . . . . « « « « “« 
Chuo ename Ouclanedie sls ellie \s 
UpprodexePosition Giver. : : te eames 
Youth Seen Impatient Over Slee pice 5e ouaren tele o. cee Delmer 
Messages Received from Orthodox Leaders. . . « « « « «© «© « « 


° . ° » . ° ° ° ° e e . ° e 


Letty scene kes Discueded sn 6 406 whic 0 Tal ea. tel <a tlw ly cee ns 
WCC Leaders Visit Gandhi's Monee Perrier rm rrr Cc oC 
tndia olds: hReception for Participants 1. <9. « .) + Guuteneeme 


2,000 Worshippers Attend Communion Service . . « « » » « « e 
poecial Change Forces Church to Move. . « « » «© « «© » «J Femme 
Direrrancis tbiam Attacks Racism . . 2 « <« =» «© + « © #0 seem 
Revolution a Challenge to the Church « « « « 5 «© « « «© sifege 
Population Number One Problem, Fagley Asserts. . . + « + «a « 
Work of Inter-Church Aid Presented . . .. « eee 
WCC Breaks with Tradition : Elects 2 Laymen to Presidium. . 
- Russian Church Represented - Drafting Sessions 
Ree SOM ICC SG Mert co Wyee ON er mens ce ere, 6) Pets Mle 56> fol oem amma 
Peck vepOriy ats We Wao. sh) el ye <6) fee 4 © 1 ¢: 9 8) coe) esis 


Revavelmol interes Vain bibles oe «. . Tey ote aS 
Archbishop of York on Need for a ta ere re ere 
Worship Servioes at Assembly . . « « 6 « © © © «© © « © « # * 
World-wide Coverage of Assembly. . - « « © 6 «© «© © © « « «@ » 


Nenru Commends WCG@ Concern for World Issues. .°. s «© « "2 Sees 
SUCDOL ty ROneUO LOO eNG GONG isis 6 0 is 6 6 © 6 s « © 0) eoveomamme 
WOG.Pvea Againet Anti-Semitism’. . 2 + + ss  «° ¢ © «96 sioeme 
Pxcitisgte and Non-racitists to Conter. cs +. «0, © 6 «:"slaetes 
Study of Hast-West Concepts of Preedom . « « « « «© © © « « « 
Assembly Refines WCC Basis .... sh pie. Ge eho. ¢)-1 a ema 
Ecumenical Education of Youth Mees: Ril a Betenes: ee weds ¢ og 01 ee 
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WECe Lumens alivChristians to Work for Peace .-. « ». +. « s 4G 
GENERAL: WCC Holds Religious Freedom a Fundamental Right. ...... 48 
WCC Assembly Sends Message on Race to South Africa ..... 48 


WOCGeoneatenforePedce, (00... Se. s wears? ao way ie Gat Sac) nn Ske sae 
Role as Missionaries Urged for eaacrs ae eh es ei te Liew.) ea ee 
Closing Worship Emphasizes Re-dedication to Christ .... « 48 
WoC Offical essays, Mvents of-Assenbly <6 2/3 5) <5) eee 
Use of Christian "Cells" Seen Effective Form of Witness. .. 49 
UCouUrazseoussMoti0n' Cableds for by Assembly: . +. a ve,.0° » .e eee 
REVS PSkenaon ive Areas of WCUlS Work ~1 7.) s:.. 0 « = selmemeemeenel 
Relief Needs Stressed. ...e-s sh use < wee Gietey whe. Se ee mene” 


Australia and Ethiopia Seek Next le eneie © 9 e064 obese em 
WCC Central Committee Re-elects its Chairman and Vice- 
chairman. 49 
WCC Urges Break-through on Intercommunion Issue. ...+..-. 49 
Churchmen Urge Self-government for Angola... . ees es os! 
WCC's New Central Committee Reviews Third Asse erate Merperers 
Keumenical Affirmations Proposed for Week of Unity Services. 50 


Jews Thank WCC for Anti-semitism Resolution. . «..» « + ol ymin 
Queen palote Thanks Churches for Disaster Relief . . . so seem 
Press; Gomments on Third Assembly .75 5 . . <9. +. « «6 s))eeeeemne 


ANGOLA: Britain Acts.on Portuguese: Detainment of Miss onary. » « » sag 
BMS Reports Angolan RefugeesiStill Entering Congo. .« - » »« « 47 
AUSTRALIA: Methodist Leader Attacks Australian Primate's Views, on WCC 27 
Australian Anglicans Urged to Join Union Negotiations. . . 53 
Australian Churches Ask End of Nuclear Tests . .. . < sinemmec 
Australian Anglicans Attain Self-Rule Next Year. . .:. « \90 
Australian Anglicans Commend Papal Encyclical. . .1. |. ume 
Progress Seen for United Church in Australia .. . + eee 


AUSTRIA: Austrian Parliament Adopts New Protestant Law. . ». « + «sme 
Churches Give 18 New Latchkeys to Refugees in fustria. . . 39 


BULGARIA: Ecumenical Patriarch Recognizes Bulgarian Patriarchate . . 31 


BURMA: Burma Christians Oppose State Religion Legislation ...- .« 31 
Amendment Would Guarantee Freedom to Teach Religion in Burma 354 
Relievous Liberty Guaranteed in Burma. . . . » « « «uae 
CANDDA : Canadian Anglican-United Church Conversations. . ». « « =» smog 
CHILE: Evangelicals, R.Catholics in Chile Hold Thanksgiving Meeting 33 
CHINA: Bishop Defends Chinese Mainland Government Policies. .. .» 30 
CONGO: Wasstoms hospitals "Swamped™ an Congo ....°6 << s.< 0 seine 
CUBA: Havana Denounces Clergy As "Conter-revolutionary". . .. . 34 
Gunes peports Roman Catholic Glergy . . « « « «© © © « ej 6 sme 
Onlvet50 Preests Reportedly Lett im Cuba. . s 6 » «» » % oseeoe 


Cubam otvudenta Report on Life in Cuban Universities. . Woes 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Czech Churches Support German Peace Treaty and Disarmament 39 


DENMARK VarrenaMevnodrsts Ask Greater Hqnality. ... < « «8.6 + » <n 

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC: Protestants Hopeful Under New Dominican Régime. .....«- 28 

ETHIOPIA: NthtopranPOrthodox UstablishaTheoloeical College. . . 24. eam ws 

FRANCE s Priest says Atheism Still Strong Among French Students. .ayees0 
Proneh Pas.ors Discuss —niter-Chureh- Unity ... .« <-. «) < en 


WEL @@\al Council fins Discussed. ° e e e ° e ° ° e ° e e * ° Al 


GERMANY: Authorities Ban Kirchentas Meetings in Bast Berlin. © 3 eee 
Dr. Fry, Bishop Manikam Barred from-EBast Germany. . 9. « slsneay 
Thousands Arrive in West Berlin. for Kirchentag Opening. .. 28 
80,000 Attend Final Kirchentag Assembly in Berlin . 
Nienotier our Stirs Controversy. . . alraes + 0 (alee 
Hast German Press Attacks Bishop ets “ny ans 
Drevlvemolierm Reported “improving. -. . « «s/s. <0 s "ss ssunn ere 
MWe "are Brothers", Bishop Dibelius Tells Berliners. yr 
Dy. scharf Barred from Returning to Hast Germany. «. « 9s lawn 
German Leaders, Bast German Official Hold Talks ... 
Church-sState Cooperation Asked. . .« « » « « «© » « « «) sinsmeRmnOeS 
"Pirm Resistance" Called for in Attempts to Divide Churches 45 
German Churches Offer Prayers for Peace . rarer 
Dee echart Derended . 2.1. : c 8 #6 © so) cen 
585 Theological Students in meee ernany ik og es 
Hast Berlan Press Denounces "Question Seven". . « « +. ej<=mameer 
Christians Urged to Oppose Atomic War Preparation ... . «49 
German-Israeli, Christian-Jewish Dialogues Asked. ....-. Al 
Bishop Lilje Asks WCC Intervention if Churches Separated. . 41 
German Churches Give DM40 million to Aid Needy. . . «+... Al 
RC Theologian Says Vatican Council Will have Ecumenical Aims 41 


GREECE : Greek Daily Comments on Russian Orthodox Bid for WCC Member- 

ship = 26 
Greek Bishops to Attend WCC New Delhi Assembly. .. -. + + ef 
Pirst, Pan-Orthodox Meeting in Thirty Years. . . <0 ssi 
Pan-Orthodox Meeting Opens Sunday . 1°. 3: « « 2s ss ieeunemeee 
Pan-Orthodox Gonferénce Opens in Rhodes ..... + + « ieee 
Orthodox Conference Sets Agenda for Pro-Synod . . «+ seus 
Russians Given Permission to Visit Mt. Athos. . . 2 sesame 


HUNGARY: CCIA Director Attacked in Hungarian Chureh Periodical ... 29 
Bishop Defends Chinese Mainland Government Policies . .. - 30 
Hunearian RO Prelate Dies . 2 5 1.9. . + s . » f+ «) » eae 
Bishop VetS Addresses Hungarian Seminaries. . .... .«. + 38 


INDIA: Priest Reports Conversions of East India Aborigines . .. « 32 
Closer Fellowship Sought by CSI and Indian Lutherans. . . . 43 
Religious Groups in India Split on Liquor Issue . . . ss 
Religious Instruction in Indian Schools Asked . .« ». « « « « 53) 
Bill Limiting Missionary Contacts in India Stirs Controversy 57 
Indian Official Defends Missionary Work Among Aborigines. . 40 
Indian Priests Named RC Observers at Assembly . ...- +. + 40 
Roman Catholics-Protestants in India Discuss Ecumenism. .. 41 
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INDONESIA: 


ISRAEL: 


BPALY 3 


JAPAN: 


KENYA: 


KOREA: 
LAOS 3 


NETHERLANDS : 


NEW ZEALAND: 


NORWAY s 
OKINAWA s 
POLAND: 


PORTUGAL: 


RHODESIA: 


SOUTH 
AFRICA: 


Christian Named Indonesia's Acting President. . . . « . 6 «.« 46 
Djakarta Christians Organize New Co-operative Body. . . eri Ae 
israeli Government Pledges Protection for Church. ; . ..« «ames 
Israeli Parliament Urged to Act Against Christian Missions. . 29 
German-Israeli, Christian-Jewish Dialogues Asked. o .a, fe eee 
Papal Encyclical Appeals for Help to Underdeveloped Nations . 28 
Pope John's Encyclical Stirs—-World-wide Comment . . . °<) s) ieee 
Greater freedom for Italtan Protestants Reported. . . « + iis 
Cardinal pearieks iUnityvor Asma. 20. lo (<5: sy 'sl Sy top Ge <teeaeer nn 


Vatican Official Comments on Roman Catholic-Orthodox Separation 37 
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